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were coming tip Red River. He then ordered bonfires sooth of Alexandria
and east of the Ouachita River that sent up in smoke 150,000 bales valued at
$60,000,000.
In May, Banks was relieved of his command and resigned his army com-
mission. His Red River campaign had been "one damned blander from
Beginning to end\ said Sherman. Grant suggested General E. R, S. Catifcy
to supersede Banks and it was so ordered.
Meanwhile, in this month of April 1864, came news of an affair in which the
central figure was the Confederate Major-General Nathan Bedford Forresc,
bom for war. Fifteen horses had been killed under him in various actions.
In the battles at Murfrecsboro, Shiloh, Chickamaega, he was in the Yortex,
'War means fighting and fighting means killing*, was a saying from him,
and no other commanding officer North or South* it was believed, had sat
his horse and personally sabred to death so many of the enemy. A log-cabin
boy from middle Tennessee* Forrest had never seen West Point nor read a
book on military tactics. In Memphis as a real-estate dealer and slave-trader
he had made a fortune. He had raised several regiments, sometimes outfitting
them with horses, equipment, and rations by raids on Union supply centres,
His record for swift movement and fast fighting was compared to that of
Stonewall Jackson.
As a slave-trader he had die faint enigmatic odour of something or other
that traditionally excluded slave-traders from exclusive social circles of the
South. When it was urged that the war was for Southern independence and
not slavery, Forrest replied^ 'If we ain't fightin* fer slavery then I'd like to
know what we are fightin* ferJ, Slowly and by degrees he had built so
a record as a military leader, as a brilliant and incessant destroyer of the
enemy, that it became ridiculous for the West Pointers at Richmond to hold
off appointing him a major-general. A bom killer made for war* he was
tireless* sudden, merciless, with a gorgeous abandon, a high scorn of any
death to come.
With some 4000 men Forrest moved up from Mississippi into Tennessee*
jolted 7000 Union troops under General William Sooy Smith aiming to
join Sherman farther south at Meridian, seat Smith reeling back to Memphis-
Forrest carried Ms columns up north across Kentucky to the Ohio River*
held Paducah for hours while he mounted a command of new Kentucky
recruits who insisted on horses. He struck at Sherman's supply connections,
enlarged and strengthened his army, and took several Union garrisons. One
of these was at Fort Pillow, on the Mississippi forty miles north of Memphis.
What happened there at Fort Pillow on April izth of '64 became a livid
national issue, Forrest with 6000 troops drove the 600 defenders from